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AUSTRALIAN NATURAL HISTORY MEDALLION AWARD 
WEDNESDAY 11°" MARCH 2009 


Photo - Peter Dalman 


Three years ago the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat nominated Ern Perkins of 
Castlemaine for the Australian Natural History Medallion. In the last year of its currency 
the submission was successful and Ern was awarded the medallion at a function at the Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria rooms in Blackburn on the 11" March. John Landy, in making 
the award, acknowledged how important research about the box iron bark forest 1s and how 
little is known. As an example he cited that 72 species of moths are listed as existing in 
box iron bark areas but in a light outside his residence at Fryerstown he had observed 200 
to 300 different examples. He is evidently familiar with Ern’s forest observation work and 
expressed his appreciation of this as being very worth while. 


The award is indeed prestigious and it was pleasing that an amateur has been recognised. 
An award has been made every year since 1940 with the committee determining the 
recipient representing 10-11 natural history societies. In introducing the award the 
chairman recognised committee long serving members including Greg Binns. In accepting 


the award Ern thanked the Ballarat and Castlemaine clubs for their nomination and 
acknowledged the significant contribution of his wife Lesley, who has been involved with 
the data gathering for which he has been recognised. 


Following the presentation Ern gave a talk on his work, data gathering and findings, with 
particular emphasis on the need for field naturalists clubs to do this research. He discussed 
a number of methodologies he used. Photo points which showed changes of periods from 
the 1970s demonstrated that there were both improvements and declines which may have 
gone unnoticed if not recorded. However, many of the photos showed a marked decline in 
the understorey and ground cover in forests. Images of GPS screens and a compass made 
identifying the location of a photo convenient. Bird counts were conducted using the 20 
minute 2 Ha methodology. These were started in the late 1990s and repeated between 70 
and 90 times until now. He and Lesley now have total species lists as well as statistical 
analysis of frequency of sightings and changes. Lists were shown of when bird species 
appeared, increased or decreased. Detailed study of the plants in quadrats was discussed. 
Initially 30m by 30m quadrats were used but Ern now recommends 20m by 20m quadrats 
which in area are under half the size and take about an hour to thoroughly investigate. As 
with birds, lists of plant variation were shown. The continued drought has been severe and 
effects disturbingly evident. 


The presentation demonstrated that Ern is indeed a deserving recipient of this award not 
only because of the extensive time given and interest in forest observation he has, but also 
because of the very rigorous methodology and significant data resource generated. Of 
course, Ern has demonstrated consistent ability, work and interest in many other natural 
history matters during his life. 


Our club was represented by six members who congratulated Ern on the award. 
Peter Dalman 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: MEMBERS PRESENTATIONS. MARCH 
2009 


The theme for members’ images at the AGM was ‘The Tree as an Ecosystem’ and this was 
interestingly interpreted in the five presentations. 


The first two presentations were slides. Greg Binns provided some historic slides from the 
1980s and 1990s of trees in the Merrin Merrin swamp near Clunes when there was water 
and good conditions for water birds. The slides showed the great habitat provided by trees 
and included nests with eggs of cormorants, white necked herons, wood duck, ibis and 
even swans nesting in trees. Admittedly the trees had fallen into water. Interesting stories 
of snakes accompanied the slides. When we looked at Merrin Merrin last year water was 
not visible. 


Carol Hall took us on a ‘Roam around Australia’ with photos from Maits Rest in the south 
to Carnarvon Gorge in the north and across to Western Australia. There were epiphytes on 
nothofagus, strangler figs, geckos, termite tubes, lerps, insect damage tracks, burls, stick 
insects, fungi and even a pine cone in the Creswick forest which had provided a cockatoo 
meal. 


John Gregurke presented the theme ‘mistletoes in 2008’ and took advantage of his travels 
including to the Australian Naturalists Network gathering in Northern Territory to record 
different examples. Digital photos were taken at the Arid Gardens in Port Augusta, Desert 


Park at Alice Springs, Kings Canyon, Combo waterhole and Kakadu showing different 
species of mistletoe. Reference was made to the connection between ‘Waltzing Matilda’ 
and the Combo waterhole ‘swagman’. 


Claire and Peter Dalman also took advantage of travel during the year to record diverse 
examples of the tree as an ecosystem. There were shots of habitat, birds roosting, a nest, a 
carpet of flowers most likely the result of cockatoos entertaining themselves, a koala at Mt 
Beckworth, fungi, a crocodile hiding under growth at Lawn Hill National Park, kapok tree, 
sausage tree (Kigelia pinnata) at Greenvale south of Charters Towers and some human 
uses of trees. 


Elizabeth Thurgood finished the evening with photos of ‘a year in the life of the oak tree’ 
in her yard. The tree is 70-80 ft high and 110 ft wide and was probably planted in the 
1870s. She said the tree was beautiful all year and had photos showing it during different 
seasons and spanning the 30 years they have been at the property. One interesting shot 
showed the tip of a 3 foot meat hook which the growth had almost totally enveloped. She 
commented that this tree is showing signs of drought stress and like all of us, hopes good 
rain falls soon. 


Fran and Les also had a presentation prepared but considering the evening was becoming 
late suggested these be shown at the member’s night in June. 


Thank you to those who took the time to collect and prepare these talks. 


Peter Dalman 


MANAGING A CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES UNDER CONDITIONS 
OF EXTREME UNCERTAINTY: ORANGE-BELLIED PARROTS ON SOUTH- 
EASTERN MAINLAND AUSTRALIA. 


This was the topic of a lunchtime lecture by Chris Tzaros, Birds Australia, at University of 
Ballarat on 6 March 2009. Chris gave an interesting talk covering the life history, habitat 
requirements and management of the Orange-bellied Parrot. 


The Orange-bellied Parrot is among the world’s most endangered species. There are only 
140 individuals (50 Breeding pairs) still existing in the wild. It is classed as a critically 
endangered species under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act. 


It is one of two migratory parrots in the world (the other is the Swift Parrot). Breeding 
occurs at two sites, Melaleuca and Birch’s Inlet, in the South West wilderness area of Tas- 
mania. During November to February it nests in tree hollows and nest boxes. After breed- 
ing the adults leave in early March and are followed later by juvenile birds. The migration 
route is along the west coast of Tasmania then island hopping, via King Island, to mainland 
Australia. They over winter in coastal areas from Sydney to Port Augusta but are concen- 
trated from Wilson’s Promontory to Lake Alexandrina. Over the past 20 years there has 
been a significant and continuing decline both in the population and number of sites where 
birds have been recorded. At Carpenter Rocks, SA, 20 birds were seen in 1993 but none 
have been seen since. Winter surveys have been conducted since July 1979. Now 130 vol- 
unteers surveying in May and September provide important information about numbers 
and the sites being used by Orange-bellied Parrots. The continued decline of the Orange- 
bellied Parrot indicates that its conservation requirements are poorly understood. 


In the Tasmanian breeding range there has been no change in habitat to affect the Orange- 
bellied Parrot. The wintering range in the narrow strip of Coastal Salt Marsh habitat on the 
mainland has undergone many changes due to industrial and residential development, rub- 
bish dumping, grazing and clearing. Lower inflow of fresh water due to drought has in- 
creased the salinity of many coastal wetlands. Other threats to the habitat include weed 
invasion and acid sulphate soils. The predicted climate change will have an unknown im- 
pact but with rising sea level the Coastal Salt Marsh habitat will be threatened and there is 
no adjacent habitat for Orange-bellied Parrot. 


The main food source for the Orange-bellied Parrot are seeds of Beaded and Shrubby 
Glasswort supplemented by other native species such as Austral Sea-blight and Bidgee 
Widgee and introduced weeds including fat hen, plantain, mustard and wire weed. Birds 
usually feed close to open water. Tall dense shrubs such as Moonah and Coast Wattle pro- 
vide roosting sites. Introduced African Boxthorn is also utilized for roosting and often 1s 
the only available roost site. Planting of local indigenous shrub species has proved suc- 
cessful in providing roost sites once the shrubs become established. 


Habitat models are being studied on a regional, landscape (10 x 10km), site and microhabi- 
tat (1xlm) scale to determine the factors which suit the Orange-bellied Parrot. Characteris- 
tics being measured include vegetation structure, vegetation colour, area of bare ground 
and inundation. Information collected will be used to prioritise sites and develop manage- 
ment plans. Some steps to help the Orange-bellied Parrot are relatively simple eg control- 
ling grazing in suitable sites. Other ideas such as creating suitable habitat are more compli- 
cated but are being tried at Western Treatment Plant. 


A captive breeding program has been established in Tasmania with 190 birds in aviaries. 
300 young have been released since the 1980’s but this has not increased the wild popula- 
tion, only prevented the extinction of the species. Released birds are colour banded to ena- 
ble identification of individual birds. Observations show that released birds have migrated 
to the mainland and returned to Tasmania. 


Chris believes that the Orange-bellied Parrot will always be a rare species because of its 
habitat specialization, migration, and it characteristic of returning to the same winter sites 
make it vulnerable to any habitat changes. The winter habitat of the Orange-bellied Parrot 
does generally not overlap with the reserve system, its survival is dependant on conserva- 
tion of coastal wetlands and saltmarshes along the coastal margin. 


John Gregurke 


Subs are now due! 
Ordinary member (Adult) $30 
Family $50 
Distant Member $15 
Student $15 


Newsletter Postage (Ordinary members) $7 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INC. 
PRESIDENT S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
ON 6TH MARCH 2009 


I am pleased to present the President's report for the Field Naturalists' Club of Ballarat Inc. 
for the 2008/2009 year, my fifth as president of the club. 


Members of our club have again experienced varied and interesting activities and meeting 
speakers. In some ways the average attendance at meetings of 23 members does not re- 
flect the vitality of the club and its activities with attendance at some meetings affected by 
travel of members which takes them away from Ballarat. 


Meetings this year were again held at the S.M.B. Horticulture School, corner of Gillies and 
Gregory Streets Wendouree, on the first Friday of each month, with the committee estab- 
lishing a program for the year as has been the normal practice. 


A diverse range of topics has been covered by speakers at the general meetings. In April 
Ray Draper from the Trust for Nature spoke on Chytrid Fungus in Amphibians. The threat 
of this fungus is scary and some members agreed to assist with surveying by placing 
wooden boards at wetlands and checking for frog activity. At the May meeting Dr. Grae- 
me Ambrose, Environmental Management Co-ordinator, School of Science and Engineer- 
ing at the University of Ballarat compared the ecology of Southern Africa with Southern 
Australia. At the June, July, September and December meetings the knowledge of our 
own members was displayed. Carol Hall took us through the Canyons of Colorado. Greg 
Binns gave a talk on honeyeaters. John Gregurke taught us about local wattles including a 
practical identification activity using specimens collected and a key he has developed. 
This was part of the development of our local wattle book. In December Dr Fran Hanrahan 
described the natural history of Malawi following her two years teaching at the Mzuzu 
university. For the August meeting Geoff Lay of the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria 
stopped by on his way to Western Australia to talk about fungi and show his brilliant pho- 
tos. In October we were scheduled to have Jenny Sedgwick but she was travelling at the 
time so Dr Tina Bell from the University of Melbourne Creswick campus described a pro- 
ject she has undertaken to ‘sort out’ the historic herbarium that is still there. Also in Feb- 
ruary the speaker was changed and Dr Sebastian Pfautsch, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 
Ecology and Ecosystem Science, School of Biological, Earth and Environmental Sciences, 
University of New South Wales spoke on the topic “Hydrology and Ecology of the Pilba- 
ra’. As is usual the March AGM will see members providing images on the topic “The 
Tree as an Ecosystem”. 


The Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture was held in November and was attended by 50 
people. We were fortunate to have Neville Walsh, Victorian Government Botanist deliver 
a lecture on Threatened Plants in Victoria — “Where we are and how we have progressed in 
looking after them”. Club members ensured this was a highlight of the annual calendar, 
decorating the room with flowers and providing a trading table. Once more we were 
pleased to welcome some members of Stella’s family but noted that Ron and Yvonne 
Bishop from Maryborough who have until this year maintained an unbroken record of 
attendance were unable to come. We were also very privileged to have Neville accompany 
us the next day on the club’s excursion to the Cameron property and Bamganie State For- 
est. Neville, in an unassuming manner, pointed out many plants that probably would have 
been missed. With his knowledge he was able to recognise a plant that had not been seen 
in the area before and one that had not been seen for some time. It was amazing to see 
what an experienced eye can observe. 


Other excursions held on the Sunday or Saturday following the meeting started in April 
with a visit to BEN Reserves led by John Gregurke followed in May by a bus trip to the 
Royal Botanic Gardens at Cranbourne led by Claire and Peter Dalman. In June, as he has 
for a number of years now, Les Hanrahan led the club to Blackwood to observe fungi. In 
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July, led by John Gregurke, members went to the Linton Trust for Nature block to attack 
invasive plants and to complete a plant list. The excursion in August was to Tullaroop led 
by Claire and Peter Dalman, September to Mt Cole led by Fran Hanrahan and October the 
Mt Beckworth Reserve led by John Gregurke. This followed the cancellation of the 
planned activity to the Yarrowee Valley. The December excursion was to the Bungal State 
Forest area led by Elspeth Swan and Paul Norquay, finishing with afternoon tea at their 
home and garden. We had a Christmas gathering at the home of Carol Hall to finish the 
year. The February excursion scheduled for the Bellarine Peninsula was changed to water 
reserves around Creswick because of the lack of birds on the Bellarine, but was cancelled 
in line with club policy because the day was a total fire ban. For March we are off to 
Blackwood led by Fran Hanrahan. 


The club’s “campout” was to Inglewood in September staying at the motel which also has 
a campground. This is the second time the club has been to Inglewood and again valuable 
assistance was provided by local naturalists Collis and Mavis Needs. Members also attend- 
ed SEANA camps at Naracoorte and Healesville and the Australian Naturalist Network 
camp at Mary River in the Northern Territory. In June 20 members attended a re-enactment 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria walk along Lal Lal Creek to mark the opening of a new 
walk between Lal Lal and Moorabool falls. 


There have also been many trips to the bush by the wattle book sub committee, mostly by 
John Gregurke, Carol Hall and Bill Murphy to photograph wattles but also accompanied by 
others when these were listed as mid-month excursions. The wattle book committee have 
been working steadily on this project initiated by the late Pat Murphy and now have all the 
photos required to accompany the documentation begun by Pat. A grant of $1,000 has 
been received towards the cost of publication from the Victorian Community Fund — Hols- 
worth Local Heritage Trust and a loan of $2801.60 for the balance of the anticipated cost to 
print 500 copies has been approved by the South East Australia Naturalists Association 
(SEANA). A mid-month excursion was also conducted in December to the Western Treat- 
ment Plant at Werribee. 


Matters of local environmental interest continue to be of concern. Lake Wendouree has 
dried again for the third summer in a row now and January/February 2009 has been report- 
ed as the driest since records begun. It has been interesting to watch the lake as an ephem- 
eral wetland as distinct from an artificially sustained body of water and in particular the 
number and variety of birds. Hearing reports of the lake on fire has conjured interesting 
images in the mind. Sections of the lake bed have in fact been on fire at least three times. 

Lake Learmonth and Lake Burrumbeet have also remained quite dry and other district 

lakes reported as dry include Lake Bolac and Lake Colac. Although there have been no 

major formal submissions this year club members have continued to maintain a watch for 
plans with potential negative environmental impact. Some things which have been noted or 
acted on by the club include: 

e Plans for ‘beautifying’ Lake Wendouree. 

e Concrete Waste Recycling plant near Flaxmill Swamp for which information has been 
provided to the Department of Environment, EPBC compliance section on records of 
sightings of threatened species at Flaxmill Swamp and information provided to a local 
residents’ action group. 

e Development of land between Creswick Road and Dowling Street (south of Paul’s 
Wetland) into an industrial estate. 

e Water flow in Burrumbeet Creek with John Gregurke attending a meeting of landown- 
ers in December, speaking in support of maintaining an environmental flow and draft- 
ing a possible position for the club to be sent to Central Highlands Water or other regu- 
latory bodies 1f adopted. 


e At the February 2008 general meeting our club agreed to host the SEANA 2010 Au- 
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tumn camp. Planning for this will be a significant activity for our club in 2009 and to 
ensure success members will need to provide support with ideas, planning and leader- 
ship of activities. 


During 2006 the club nominated Ern Perkins of the Castlemaine Field Naturalists for the 
Natural History medallion for his esteemed work researching, supporting and promoting 
the natural environment. This submission which was to remain current for 3 years was 
updated by the Castlemaine Field Naturalists and has now been successful with Ern to 
receive the medallion Wednesday 11" March 2009. We applaud this result and some of 
our members will attend to witness this well deserved award. 


We were saddened this year by the death of Maureen Christie who regularly attended meet- 
ings and camps over about 50 years and whose family subsidised our syllabus card for a 
number of recent years. 


I am again appreciative of the efforts of everybody who has helped in countless ways to the 
smooth running of the club this year, especially all committee members. Whilst reticent to 
single people out, I want to thank Les Hanrahan for continuing as Treasurer, Greg Binns as 
Vice President and public officer and Nina Netherway as newsletter editor. The tireless 
work of the wattle book subcommittee is appreciated as is John Gregurke continuing in the 
role of secretary whilst also secretary of SEANA. Helen Burgess continues to bring milk 
to each meeting as well as preserves for sale. Thank you all for your help. The input of 
members through their field reports, comments and contributions at meetings and on excur- 
sions adds interest for the club. I look forward to our next year of activities. 


Peter Dalman 
MARCH EXCURSION TO BLACKWOOD. 


Our leader said that while plants and birds can change with the seasons, the geology of an 
area can be the same for thousands or millions of years. On our way to Blackwood we 
passed through landscapes which are in geological terms from very recent near Ballarat to 
450 millions years ago in the Ordovician formations around Blackwood. We stopped at the 
Gordon off ramp, where Fran explained some of the geology of the area. Immediately 
south of the Western Freeway is O’ Donnell Hill and then Black Hill (Gordon) a few kilo- 
metres away, which together with Mt. Warrenheip and Mt. Buninyong may have erupted as 
recently as 10 thousand years ago. Volcanic activity was a very important part of the past 
10 million years in our area. The largest hills around Ballan are Mt. Gorong, Mt. Darriwill, 


Mt. Steiglitz and Mt. Blackwood. The biggest out pouring of lava came from Mt. Hydewell 
south of Ballan. 


From Skinners Lane, Blackwood we started our first walk of the day along the Back Creek 
Water Race track. Several water races carried water for 400 metres to the Imperial Gold 
Mine. These races were built between 1860 and 1880. In several places the wall of the 
races had been breached and the resulting down hill erosion had exposed the underlying 
rock. Thin veins of quartz and cemented grains of coarse sand in a conglomerate were no- 
ticed. The vegetation reflected the dry weather we have had lately and very few flowers 
were seen. The average rainfall of Blackwood is 975mm. Only 612mm of rain fell in 2008. 


Trees in this area included Peppermints, Messmate, Blackwoods, Manna gums and Cherry 
Ballarts. Understorey plants noticed were Common Cassinia, Pink Heath, Honey Pots, 
Button and Grey Everlastings, Common Raspwort and Lomandra and Dianella species. 
Carol was the first to spot a plant that was flowering. Despite the recent dry weather a Hya- 
cinth Orchid was flowering. An unusual plant was the Trailing Shaggy-pea Podolobium 
procumbens. This prostrate species has ovate leaves up to 20 xl8mm, glossy green above 
and dull green below. The margins of the leaves are wavy and the tip is a sharp spine. The 
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orange pea flower, that has a red centre, appears between November and January. A broad- 
ly oblong, hairy pod 15mm. in length was seen on one plant. 


We had our lunch near the Lerderderg River close to the bridge on the New Sultan road. 
There was no water flowing in the river, and a few large tadpoles were seen in a small pool 
that remained. Near the river were Rough Tree-ferns, Mother Shield-ferns and Fishbone 
Water-ferns. Near this damp spot could be seen Mountain Clematis with seeds on long 
silky plumes, Hazel Pomaderris, Prickly Currant Bush and Hop Goodenia. 


Our group walked along the Great Dividing Trail from the New Sultan road for a kilometre 
in the upstream direction. Taller Manna gums, Messmate and Blackwoods grew on the 
Slopes near the river. Flowering buds and flowers were seen on the Silver Banksias. Spike 
Wattle, Prickly Moses, Narrow-leaf and Hop Wattle grew along the trail. Also seen were 
Dodder Laurel, Pink Heath, the broad-leafed Dianella tasmanica, Pultenea daphnoides and 
Pink-bells. In the opposite direction downstream along the trail from the New Sultan road 
we walked through flatter country. In this area grew Swamp Gums, Sweet Bursaria, Prickly 
Tea-tree, Common Apple-berry, Dusty Miller, Forest Wire-grass and Red-fruited Saw- 
sedge and other sedges. 


On our way uphill to the Blackwood Ridge road we passed through areas that had been 
control burnt in recent years. The understorey contained more green plants than have been 
seen elsewhere. Young tree seedlings were evident. Along the Blackwood Ridge road our 
first stop was at McLaughlin’s Look-out. This spot is 825 metres above sea level. The 
views in most directions were obscured by the low trees. Mount Macedon to the north east 
could be seen not very clearly in the distance. Pods on a nearby Bushy Needlewood Hakea 
decurrens had opened after been burnt. Damaged sign posts showed the distance to the 
You Yangs, 55kms, Mt. Anakie, 45 kms and Mt. Buninyong, 29 kms. 


Farther along the ridge road we had better views to the south west. The You Yangs and Mt. 
Anakie and Corio Bay could be seen in the distance. A deep depression, probably Werribee 
Gorge could also be seen. The ridge road is along a water divide with the streams flowing 
north into the Lerderderg river and the ones on the south side flowing into the Werribee 
river. At the end of the ridge road we turned south along Camp road and then west to 
Spargo Creek. After an interesting day in the south-eastern part of the Wombat forest, we 
made our way back to Ballarat past areas of recently harvested pine plantations between 
Spargo Creek and the Moorabool reservoir. 


Les Hanrahran 


FNCB BLACKWOOD MAR 09 


BACK CREEK WATER RACE TRACK 


Acacia melanoxylon 
Arcotriche serrulata 
Cassinia aculeata 
Dipodium pardalinum 
Epacris impressa 
Haloragis heterophylla 
Helichrysum scorpoides 
Lomandra filiformis 
Ozothamnus obcordatus 
Podolobium procumbens 


GREAT DIVIDING TRAIL 


NEW SULTAN ROAD 
Acacia melanoxylon 
Acacia mucronata 
Acacia oxycedrus 
Acacia stricta 

Acacia verticillata 
Banksia marginata 
Bedfordia arborescens 
Bullardia scandens 
Bursaria spinosa 
Cassythia glabella 
Clematis aristata 
Coprosma quadrifida 
Cyathea australis 
Dianella tasmanica 
Epacris 1mpressa 
Eucalyptus cypellocarpa 
Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus ovata 
Eucalyptus viminalis 
Exocarpus cupressiformis 
Gahnia sieberiana 
Goodenia ovata 
Leptospernum continentale 
Lomandra filiformis 
Olearia argophylla 
Olearia lirata 
Pomaderris aspera 
Pultenea daphnoides 
Spyridium parvifolium 
Tetrarrhena juncea 
Tetratheca ciliata 


Blackwood 

Honey Pots 
Common Cassinia 
Hyacinth Orchid 
Pink Heath 
Common Raspwort 
Button Everlasting 
Wattle Mat-rush 
Grey Everlasting 
Trailing Podolobium 


S 37'28.051 
Blackwood 
Thin-leaf Wattle 
Spike Wattle 

Hop Wattle 
Prickly Moses 
Silver Banksia 
Blanket Bush 
Apple Berry 

Sweet Bursaria 
Doddor Laurel 
Mountain Clematis 
Prickly Currant Bush 
Rough Tree Fern 
Dianella 

Pink Heath 
Mountain Grey Gum 
Messmate 

Swamp Gum 
Manna Gum 
Cherry Ballart 


Red-fruited Saw Sedge 


Hop Goodenia 
Prickly Teatree 
Wattle Mat Rush 
Musk Daisy-bush 
Snow Daisy-bush 
Hazel Pomaderris 
Large Leaf Bush-pea 
Dusty Miller 

Forest Wire Grass 
Pink Bells 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INC 
No A0014919P ABN 13150 403 135 


MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 6 MARCH 2009 
Opening and Apologies As for Annual General Meeting. 


Minutes of previous meeting 
Tabled and summarised in Ballarat Naturalist.. 
Confirmed Greg Binns, Seconded Carol Hall. 


Business Arising: 


The article on Burrumbeet Creek water flow as printed in The Ballarat Naturalist was 
adopted as the FNCB position. Moved: Ken Hammond; Seconded: Greg Binns 


Correspondence 


IN: 

Geelong Field Naturalists Club: Geelong Naturalist, February & March 2009. 

Bendigo Field Naturalists Club: Whirrakee, March 2009. 

Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club: Castlemaine Naturalist, February & March 2009. 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria: Field Nats News, March 2009; Victorian Naturalist, 
February 2009; Membership receipt; ANHM presentation; Environment Fund call for 
donations and grant applications. 

Threatened Species Network: TSN News, Autumn 2009. 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne: Floreo, Autumn 2009. 

Royal Horticultural Society: Gardeners Gazette, Autumn 2009. 

Environment Victoria: Gunbower-Koondrook-Perricoota Storylines. 

DSE: Trail Bike Project Newsletter, February 2009. 

Charles Sturt University: Biodiversity where people live Project has been completed in 
Victoria; summary of results. 

SEANA: Autumn Mailout — Minutes and Agenda; Membership renewal - $15. 
Bendigo Bank: Statement./Australia Post: PO Box renewal $75. 

Alice Knight: Thankyou 

Ken and Del McDonnell: Not renewing membership. 

BEN: Celebrating a Future Workshop, Sunday 5 April, 10am — 4pm, at Heinz Centre, 
Ballarat Grammar School. RSVP 27 March. 

e Consumer Affairs Victoria: Annual Incorporation return. 


Business arising from correspondence: 
¢ Committee approved payment of PO Box rental ($75) and SEANA membership ($15). 


e Letter of thanks be sent to Ken and Del McDonnell for their contribution to the club 
over many years. Ken was President for 2 terms 1992 and 1993; Vice-president 1991 
and 1995; and served on the committee for a long period. Del helped on the supper 
roster. They led several excursions. 


Reports 


¢ Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance: $4387.83; Income: $1020.00; Expenses: $72.00, 
Closing Balance: $5335.82. Accepted on motion of Les Hanrahan; Seconded: John 
Morrish. 


¢ Incorporation return and fee of $39 passed for payment on motion of Greg Binns; 
Seconded: Claire Dalman. 


e Wattles of Ballarat: Text 1s being proofread and will be emailed to others willing to 
read it. 


e Community Forest Day at Mt Cole. Elizabeth Thurgood reported that rumours of lock- 
ing up Mt Cole and banning of many activities had been circulated in the local com- 
munity. This resulted in a large but hostile crowd. Speakers from several conservation 
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eroups and the local fire brigade captain spoke. 


Brolga workshop at Mooramong: Attendance was low and another meeting is proposed 
to reform Friends of the Brolga group. 


General Business 


The committee will set dates for mid-month excursions to work on two club projects: 
Preparation of plant and bird lists for the Ballarat to Creswick section of the Great 
Dividing Trail. 

Nature Trail for Cave Hill Creek camp. The camp will make a donation to the club for 
this work. 


Victorian Volcanic Plains Biosphere committee are interested in holding an infor- 
mation evening in Ballarat. John Gregurke will check on cost and availability of Balla- 
rat Horticulture Centre rooms. 


Carol Hall to contact Christies Ice to ask if they wish to continue sponsorship of the 
Syllabus Card. 


Members wishing to have The Ballarat Naturalist emailed should contact Nina Nether- 
way. Printed copies will also be available. 


Members were reminded that volunteers are required to give talks at the June Mem- 
bers’ Night. 


Show and Tell 
Peter Billing showed a seed pod containing a seed from a tropical tree. 


Les Hanrahan brought along a sprig of flowering Late Black Wattle. The specimen was 
collected from a plantation near a well-watered potato paddock where it is flowering 2 
months later than usual. 


Field Reports 


Carol Hall: 3 Crested Pigeons near Pipers on Lake Wendouree. 

Helen Burgess: Flock of 10 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flying over Ballarat North. 
Val Hocking: Many Musk Lorikeets in flowering gums at Ballarat East. 

Les Hanrahan: Great Egret and 10 Pelican on dam at Bungaree. 


Elizabeth Thurgood: Flock of 12 White-winged Choughs have spent the past month in 
Beaufort garden. 

Ken Hammond: Hot weather brought Striated Pardalote, Spotted Pardalote, and New 
Holland Honeyeaters in Wendouree garden. 


Elaine Gregurke: Striated Pardalote, Superb Fairy-wren and White-browed Scrubwren 
in Wendouree garden during hot weather. 


Syllabus Item: 


Several members showed images on the theme “7he Tree as Habitat” 


Supper 
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CALENDAR 2009 


April 

Friday 3 Backyard Insects, Dennis Crawford 

Sunday 6 Excursion: Yarrowee Trail South - Leader, John Morrish 
Monday 20 Mid-week excursion - Cave Hill Creek 

Tuesday 21 Committee meeting 7.30pm at John Gregurke’s 

May 


Friday | Mineralogy of Gold, Stafford McKnight, Lecturer, University of 
Ballarat 


Sunday 3 Excursion: Clarkesdale - Leader John Gregurke 


Mid Week Excursion - Monday April 20 
Cave Hill Creek 
The aim of the excursion is to research a nature trail and prepare notes. The 
present nature trail has been burnt and some markers, trees and features 
have been destroyed. The Club has taken on the task of restoring the trail. 


Depart Ballarat Horticultural Centre at 9.30am. 


Committee 

PRESIASI eects cranzia stevens ere Mr Peter Dalman 

Vice-President ................. Mr Greg Binns 

SECTELALY oo... eeecccesesceeeeeees Mr John Gregurke 

IT PEASUMEM ssscazicitgnanssigsmanist Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess.................. Mrs Claire Dalman.................... 
Mrs Carol Hall oo... ee. Mrs Val Hocking.............c.eeeee 
Mr John Morrish ...............c: eee Dr Frances Hanrahan................. 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:-John Gregurke, Editor: Nina Netherway, 
Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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